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THIS MONTH’S HIGHLIGHTS

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation
Foundation (CSJMIF) is a Section-8 (not-for-
profit) company in Kanpur, established in
May 2022 to foster entrepreneurship and
innovation in Uttar Pradesh. As a sector-
agnostic techno-business incubator, it
supports startups with mentoring,,
infrastructure, and funding. It operates via a
Hub & Spoke model, engaging over 100 E-
Cells to drive startup growth. 

outreachcsjmif@csjmu.ac.in
infocsjmif@csjmu.ac.in

E-Summit 2025 Workshop Hosted by
UIET, CSJMU, Kanpur on 8th January,
2026.
National Youth Day Celebration at
CSJMU on 12th January, 2026

Workshop on Artificial Intelligence in
collaboration with Gignaati on 15
january 2026 at Axis College, Kanpur
and on 17  January at Jagran College,
Kanpur.

th

th

National Startup Day 2026: Celebrating
Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Growth on
16  January 2026 at CSJMU, Kanpur.th

HackShodh 2026: Innovate. Code.
Transform. on 30-31st January, 2026
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 Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, 

CSJMU, Kanpur

Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University, Kanpur is committed to the nurturing of
a vibrant ecosystem that fosters the development of aspiring young minds into
innovators, entrepreneurs and future leaders. CSJM University, Kanpur with its
various stakeholder particularly, the students in technical and nontechnical
programs offered in its residential campus as well as over 700 affiliated colleges
provides a fertile pool of talent that the University is committed to offer training
leading to value added and skill development programs aimed at employment
generation by adoption of entrepreneurship as a career option.
The Section 8 not-for-profit company “Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation
Foundation”  provides a vibrant ecosystem for nurturing young minds for
enhancement of Intelligence, Leadership and Emotional quotient and groom them
up with a innovative and diligent personality. It would help them to be groomed up
as responsible citizens. The university pledges to provide a center for learning to
implement activities leading to the scaling up the technology readiness ladder. The
youth enrolled with our affiliated colleges in and around Kanpur. The major thrust
areas include AgriTech, Bio Tech, Med Tech, IT driven innovations, Recycle and
Upcycle, Waste Management, Renewable Energy. CSJMIF specially focus on
women, social and rural entrepreneurship projects with emphasis on grass root
innovators and artisans.

MESSAGE FROM HON’BLE VICE CHANCELLOR



Under the esteemed guidance of Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak, Honorable Vice Chancellor, the
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation successfully organized an Online
Startup Screening Programme in January 2026. The initiative a. A total of five startup
teams participated, presenting their innovative business ideas, technological solutions,
and market strategies before an expert evaluation panel.

The participating startups were:
Cure Cult Healthcare Private Limited (Founder: Jigyasa Jain)
Singh Dynamics Private Limited (Founder: Dr. Anushi Verma)
Nivaran Upcyclers Private Limited (Founder: Dr. Latika Mathur)
STEM Infinity Lab Foundation (Founder: Shiva Patel)
ANJ Labels (Founder: Sachin Singh)

The startups were evaluated by a distinguished jury comprising Dr. Shilpa D. Kaistha, Dean
– Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Startup; Mr. Vivek Sachan, Director, CSJMIF; Mr.
Sidhanshu Rai, Director, CSJMIF; Dr. Divyansh Shukla, CEO, CSJM Innovation Foundation;
and Mr. Shailendra Kumar Yadav, Innovation Officer, CSJM Innovation Foundation, The
jury assessed each startup on key parameters such as innovation, feasibility, scalability,
market potential, social impact, and team capability, ensuring a comprehensive,
transparent, and objective evaluation process.

1)Topic-CSJM IF Conducts Online Screening to Identify
Promising Startups
Date- 7   January, 2026th

Venue-Google meet Meeting

Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

EVENTS/PROGRAMS ORGANIZED BY 
CSJM INNOVATION FOUNDATION



An inspiring ESummit2025 Workshop was successfully conducted at UIET, CSJMU Kanpur
by Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation (CSJMIF) under the guidance of
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak.

🎯 Workshop Highlights:
🔹 Innovation & Space Tech:
Mr. Hari Krishnan KJ and Mr. Abhay Saxena shared valuable insights on developing
efficient and green propulsion systems for satellites, focusing on cost-effective solutions
for CubeSats and larger spacecraft. He motivated students to innovate fearlessly and
leverage various government schemes for startups.

2)Topic-E-Summit 2025 Workshop Hosted by UIET,
CSJMU, Kanpur
Date- 8th January, 2026
Venue-L1, UIET, CSJMU

Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

🔹 CSJMIF Vision:
Mr. Shailendra Yadav, Innovation Officer, CSJMIF, presented the vision and mission of the
Foundation, showcasing support through:
Incubation facilities,  Prototype development, Mentorship programs and  Startup guidance
& funding pathways.
The session concluded with an engaging Q&A, where students actively interacted with the
speakers and gained practical insights. The workshop ended on a high note with a vote of
thanks to the eminent guest speakers.



Under the esteemed guidance of the Honorable Vice-Chancellor Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak,
National Youth Day was celebrated on 12 January 2026 at the School of Art, Humanities and
Social Sciences, Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University, commemorating the birth
anniversary of Swami Vivekanand.

Dr. Kiran Jha, Director, emphasized the importance of National Youth Day and stated that
the day serves as a source of inspiration for young minds to cultivate leadership qualities,
strong moral values, and a deep sense of responsibility towards innovation, social
harmony, and national development.

 Mr. Shailendra Yadav, Innovation Officer, played a key role in motivating and guiding the
students. He addressed the gathering with great enthusiasm and provided detailed
information about the incubation and pre-incubation facilities available at the university.
Mr. Yadav strongly encouraged students to join the pre-incubation program and work on
innovative ideas with social relevance. He emphasized how innovation and
entrepreneurship can not only create meaningful social impact but also open promising
career pathways for the youth. The event successfully inspired students to embrace the
ideals of Swami Vivekanand and motivated them to actively engage in innovation,
leadership, and nation-building initiatives.

3)Topic-National Youth Day Celebration at CSJMU
Date- 12th January, 2026
Venue- School of Art, Humanities and Social Sciences,
CSJMU, Kanpur

Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation



Under the visionary leadership of Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak, Honorable Vice Chancellor,
the Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation organized a collaborative
academic–industry engagement on 15 January 2026 in partnership with Axis College and
Gignaati.

The event was honored by the presence of Anil Kumar Tripathi, Incubation Manager, CSJM
Innovation Foundation; Shikha Srivastava, Principal, Axis College; and Yogesh Huja,
Founder, Gignaati.
The session explored the rapidly evolving landscape of Artificial Intelligence, highlighting
a crucial shift in perspective: the future of AI lies not merely in understanding concepts,
but in building practical, industry-ready solutions that address real-world challenges.

Through the collaboration between Gignaati and Intel Corporation, students at Axis
College are gaining hands-on exposure to industry-grade AI tools and technologies. This
initiative fosters innovation, critical thinking, and solution-driven learning, empowering
students to transform ideas into impactful applications.
For today’s learners, the defining question is no longer “What is AI?” but “How can I build
with AI?” This initiative inspires students, educators, and innovators to actively participate
in shaping the future of technology. For everyone learning, building, or enabling the next
wave of AI-driven innovation, the message is clear: the future is not just arriving—it is
being built today.

4)Topic- Gignaati workshop on Artificial Intelligence 
Date- 15th January, 2026
Venue-Axis College, Kanpur

Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation



Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

National Startup Day 2026 was successfully celebrated on 16 January 2026 at the Senate
Hall, Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj University (CSJMU), Kanpur. The event was organized
by the Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation (CSJMIF) under the esteemed
guidance of Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak.

The programme aimed to foster innovation-led entrepreneurship and create awareness
about emerging technologies among students and aspiring entrepreneurs.

Distinguished Speakers

Mr. Yogesh Huja, Founder, Gignaati
Mr. Jatin Mishra, Consultant, EY
Mr. Prasenjit Gautam, Founder, Vallum Research
Ms. Jyoti Nigam, Data Scientist, upGrad Technology

Key Highlights of the Event

🔹  Mr. Yogesh Huja, Founder of Gignaati, shared insights on his visionary theme “Co-
Creating the World’s Largest AI Agent Workforce.” He envisaged a future where human
intelligence and AI agents work in synergy to create unprecedented opportunities for
innovation, productivity, and growth across industries. He also elaborated on the
transformative BADGE journey, aimed at enabling widespread employability by
democratizing access to AI skills and opportunities. His session strongly motivated
students to explore AI-driven innovation and entrepreneurial pathways.

🔹  Mr. Jatin Mishra, Consultant at EY, highlighted how Artificial Intelligence is
transforming business optimization through data-driven decision-making, process
automation, and predictive analytics. He emphasized that AI empowers organizations to
enhance efficiency, reduce operational costs, and improve customer experience by
converting large volumes of data into actionable insights.

🔹  Ms. Jyoti Nigam, Data Scientist at upGrad Technology, emphasized the growing
importance of data-driven decision-making in today’s digital economy. She encouraged
students to build strong foundations in programming, statistics, and analytical problem-
solving, complemented by hands-on experience through real-world projects. She also
stressed continuous upskilling and staying updated with emerging technologies to build a
successful career in data science.

5)Topic-National Startup Day 2026: Celebrating
Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Growth
Date- 16th January, 2026
Venue-Senate Hall, CSJMU, Kanpur 



Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

🔹 Mr. Prasenjit Gautam, Founder of Vallum Research, shared his entrepreneurial journey
and experiences in building a technology and cybersecurity research organization focused
on intelligence-driven security innovation. He highlighted how Vallum Research develops
tools and automation platforms that make cybersecurity more accessible and efficient for
practitioners and enterprises. He also spoke about his active involvement with DEF CON
Delhi and XainikJobs, communities dedicated to free education, skill development, and
ethical hacking, encouraging students to engage in communities, hands-on learning, and
ethical innovation.

🔹  Dr. Divyansh Shukla, CEO, CSJMIF, and Mr. Shailendra Yadav, Innovation Officer,
CSJMIF, successfully organized the event and inspired participants with practical insights
on launching startups. They highlighted CSJMIF’s pivotal role in nurturing
entrepreneurial mindsets, guiding innovators from ideation to execution, and providing
mentorship, incubation support, and ecosystem linkages. Their collective guidance
emphasized resilience, continuous learning, and effective utilization of institutional
support to overcome startup challenges.

🔹  Mr. Shailendra Kumar Yadav highlighted the excellent facilities of CSJMIF and its
strong innovation and startup ecosystem. He explained how the incubation center
supports both incubated and pre-incubated startups in transforming ideas into successful
ventures. He motivated students to explore entrepreneurship and innovation. He
concluded with a heartfelt vote of thanks to the organizers, guests, and participants for
making the session successful.



Under the visionary leadership of Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak, Honorable Vice Chancellor,
the Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation organized a collaborative
academic–industry engagement on 17 January 2026, in association with Jagran College
and Gignaati.

The program was graced by distinguished dignitaries, including Mr. Anil Kumar Tripathi,
Incubation Manager, CSJM Innovation Foundation; Dr. Asmita Dubey, Principal, Jagran
College; and Mr. Yogesh Huja, Founder, Gignaati.
The session underscored the rapidly evolving landscape of Artificial Intelligence, where
the focus has shifted from mere theoretical understanding to building practical, industry-
ready solutions. Emphasis was placed on empowering students to transform ideas into
real-world applications.

Through Gignaati’s collaboration with Intel Corporation, students at Jagran College are
gaining access to industry-grade AI technologies and tools, enabling hands-on learning,
innovation, and problem-solving aligned with real-world demands.
Today, the central question for learners is no longer “What is AI?” but “How can I build
with AI?” This initiative inspires students, educators, and innovators to actively
participate in shaping the future. If you are building, learning, or enabling the next
generation of AI solutions, let us connect—because the future is not merely approaching;
it is being built today.

Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

6)Topic-Workshop on Artificial Intelligence in
collaboration with Gignaati.
Date- 17th January, 2026
Venue-Jagran college, Kanpur



Under the guidance of Honorable Vice Chancellor Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak, the first joint
technology meetup organized collaboratively by C2AIR and CNCF Kanpur was successfully
held in Kanpur. The event marked a significant beginning of a shared journey between the
two communities toward promoting cloud-native and modern infrastructure
technologies. The program was graced by distinguished dignitaries, including Dr Shilpa d
kaistha Dean Innovation, Entrepreneurship and Startup, Dr Divyansh Shukla CEO CSJM IF
and Mr Shailendra Kumar Yadav Innovation Officer CSJMIF.
The primary objective of the meetup was to introduce participants to the CNCF ecosystem
and to provide insights into how cloud-native tools power today’s scalable, reliable, and
efficient systems. During the meetup, focused technical sessions were conducted on widely
used industry technologies. These included high-performance caching and data storage
using Redis, containerization and application deployment through Docker, and automated
build, test, and delivery using CI/CD pipelines. 

The speakers explained real-world use cases, best practices, and the role of these
technologies in modern cloud-native architectures in a simple and accessible manner.
Representing C2AIR, Jyoti Nigam and Prasenjit Gautam, and from CNCF Kanpur, Ishan
Singh, Ayush Verma, and Sarist shared their experiences on cloud computing, DevOps, and
research-driven innovation. Their sessions provided valuable perspectives on open-
source technologies, industry practices, and career growth opportunities.

Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

7)Topic-First Joint Tech Meetup by C2AIR and CNCF
Kanpur Promotes Cloud-Native Technologies in Kanpur
Date- 17th January, 2026
Venue-CSJM IF Seminar Hall



Introduction
HackShodh 2026, a two-day hackathon, was successfully conducted on 30th and 31st
January 2026 at the Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation (CSJMIF). The
event was organized with the objective of fostering innovation, problem-solving skills, and
technical excellence among students from diverse academic backgrounds. HackShodh 2026
provided a dynamic platform for young minds to collaborate, ideate, and develop
technology-driven solutions to real-world problems.

The hackathon was conducted under the visionary guidance of the Honorable Vice-
Chancellor, Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak, whose leadership and encouragement continue to
inspire innovation and research-driven learning among students.
Inaugural Ceremony

The event commenced with a grand inaugural ceremony, setting an enthusiastic and
intellectually stimulating tone for the hackathon. The ceremony was graced by
distinguished dignitaries and academicians who emphasized the growing importance of
innovation and entrepreneurship in higher education.
The Chief Guest, Mr. Sudhanshu Pandaya, honored the occasion with his presence and
shared valuable insights on the role of hackathons in nurturing industry-ready
professionals. Other eminent guests present during the inauguration included:

Dr. Anshu Yadav, Dean, Student Welfare
Dr. Shilpa D. Kaistah, Dean, Innovation, Entrepreneurship & Startups
Dr. Divyansh Shukla, Chief Executive Officer, CSJM Innovation Foundation
Mr. Prasanjit Gautam, Founder Vallum Research
Mr.s Dipti  CEO Glion Overseas
Mr. Ashish Sehgal, Project Head at VFS Education Services

Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

8)Topic- HackShodh 2026: Innovate. Code.
Transform.
Date- 30-31st January, 2026
Venue-CSJM IF, CSJMU Kanpur
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A panel of experienced judges and mentors played a crucial role throughout the event.
In the middle of the hackathon, evaluation rounds were conducted where judges
reviewed the progress of each team. These evaluation sessions were not limited to
assessment alone; rather, they served as mentorship opportunities.

Winners – College Category
In the College Category of HackShodh 2026, the Winner position was secured by Team
Code Sentinels from Allenhouse Institute of Technology, comprising Archita Trivedi
(Team Leader), Shikhar Singh, and Ayushman Singh, for their innovative and impactful
solution. The Runner-Up position was claimed by Team Strawhats from Sharda
University, Agra, with Mohit Upraity (Team Leader), Krati Verma, and Yash Agarwal,
whose solution demonstrated strong technical depth and practical applicability. The
Second Runner-Up title was awarded to Team Local Host from Chhatrapati Shahuji
Maharaj University (CSJMU), represented by Anant Tirupati (Team Leader), Aadidev
Mishra, and Anas Zahid Hashmi, in recognition of their commendable effort,
innovation, and problem-solving approach.

Conclusion
In conclusion, HackShodh 2026 was a grand success, marked by enthusiastic
participation, innovative solutions, and meaningful learning experiences. The event
stood as a testament to the institution’s commitment to fostering innovation,
entrepreneurship, and skill-based education.
The guidance of the Honorable Vice-Chancellor and the contributions of esteemed
guests, judges, and mentors played a pivotal role in making HackShodh 2026 a
memorable and impactful event. The hackathon not only empowered students with
technical skills but also instilled confidence, creativity, and a problem-solving mindset
essential for future challenges.



Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

9)Topic-Incubation ceremony of Startups at CSJMIF
Date- 1   January, 2026 & 20 January 2026.ST

Venue- CSJMIF Office
Under the visionary guidance of Prof. Vinay Kumar Pathak, Honorable Vice
Chancellor, the Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation marked a
significant milestone on 1 January & 20 January 2026 with the successful incubation of
seven promising startups. This initiative reflects the Foundation’s continued
commitment to fostering innovation, entrepreneurship, and sustainable economic
growth.
Incubated Startups are :

1.Grow Chain India Private Limited (Founder: Amarendra Kumar Singh Sengar)
2.Mandhyan Sweets and Foods Private Limited (Founder: Pawan Mandhyan)
3.Vella Nova Fragrance and Perfumes Private Limited (Founder: Hardik Bajpai)
4.Cure Cult Healthcare Private Limited (Founder: Jigyasa Jain)
5.Singh Dynamics Private Limited (Founder: Dr. Anushi Verma)
6.Nivaran Upcyclers Private Limited (Founder: Dr. Latika Mathur)
7.STEM Infinity Lab Foundation (Founder: Shiva Patel)

The incubation of these startups highlights the Foundation’s role as a catalyst for
entrepreneurial development. The guidance and encouragement of Prof. Vinay Kumar
Pathak have been instrumental in creating an environment that promotes creativity,
risk-taking, and enterprise. This milestone stands as a testament to the institution’s
vision of empowering youth and building a robust startup culture.



Chhatrapati Sahu Ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

Media Coverage of January month

CONTACT US:-
Chhatrapati Shahu ji Maharaj Innovation Foundation

 (CSJMIF), 1st Floor, Shopping Complex, CSJMU, 
Kalyanpur, Kanpur, 

UP-208024
Email for marketing and outreach purpose:- 

infocsjmif@csjmu.ac.in, outreachcsjmif@csjmu.ac.in
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